How to create a Vignette Effect with Capture NX2
By Reinier van Houten
Some of the optics we use in photography show a reduction of an image's brightness or saturation at the
periphery compared to the image center. This phenomenon is called vignetting. With modern lenses getting
better and better we don't see this effect so much these days. But still, some images would benefit from the
added artistic effect. Therefore we need a post-production technique to help us create this. The good news
is: this can be done. The even better news is: it can be done in Capture NX2!
I've developed a very simple and straightforward three-step approach. It goes like this:
• Step 1 – Use the Vignette Control tool to create a vignette starting point.
• Step 2 – This is an optional step to emphasize the effect of Step 1. Use Levels & Curves to darken
the image.
• Step 3 – The final step. Only to be applied if we darkened the image as described in Step 2. We use
the Radial Gradient tool to leave the center area of the image as is and only have dark tones in the
corners and/or borders.
We will use the black and white
image at the right-hand side as a
basis to demonstrate the effect.

Step 1. First we apply the Vignette Control (to be found in the Camera & Lens Corrections section of the
Develop menu). See the image below. Slide the Intensity marker all the way to the left to -100. This gives
somewhat of a vignette effect. Basically, this is all we can do here. There's no fancy way in this tool to
darken the edges or to increase/decrease the (brighter) center area. No reason to panic, it can still be done,
but it requires 2 additional steps. The result of the first step may be good enough for your image, but In this
particular case, I'd like the effect to be a bit stronger. I do this by making it darker.

Step 2. So we're going to emphasize the vignette effect by making it a bit stronger. We do this by applying
the Levels & Curves tool. Press the Next Step button in the Adjust menu and choose Levels & Curves at the
Light menu item.

Create a curve that will give plenty of dark tones in the image. Don't worry about the effect being applied to
the entire image at this stage. We will correct this later.

Step 3. In this final step we will restore more or less the original brightness of the center area and define
the size if it. We're going to use the Radial Gradient tool for this.
If you haven't worked with the
Radial Gradient tool before it may
be a bit hard to find. Most of the
time in those situations it is
hidden behind the Linear
Gradient tool. Click on the small
triangle at the bottom – as shown
on the right-hand side - to open a
menu where you can select
Radial Gradient.
Note: make sure the Levels & Curves step we added in our first step is active in the Edit List! Select the
Radial Gradient tool by pressing the “–“ (minus) button. This is important because we only want to darken
the corners of our image and leave the center as is. If we would select the “+” (plus) button instead, the
effect would be exactly the opposite, i.e. the center becomes darkened and the corners remain bright.
If done properly, we see a cross-hair with a “-“ sign when we move the mouse over the image. Draw a line
from somewhere bottom right to upper left. Check the results. If you don't like it, play with the direction and
the length of the line until you achieve (more or less) the desired result. You can pick the starting point of the
gradient line or the endpoint and move it around. See the impact it has on your image and decide what you
like best.

Halfway the line of the gradient you can see a small dot. You can drag this up and down the line to increase/
decrease the midtones of the gradient (an indication of the brighter/darker midtones is shown on the
Gradient Range at the top of the screen). Again, play around with the midtones until you get your desired
result. In this example I’ve moved it all the way up, creating a slightly brighter center, as you can see on the
next page.

And that's all there is to it. Make sure you save your image (as a new version of the existing image or as an
entirely new image). Below you can see the result of the vignette effect by comparing the before and after
images.
The vignette effect is applied many times by both professionals as well as ordinary enthusiasts like you and
me. Not just in black and white photography, but in color shots also. I'd encourage you to spend some time
on this (if you haven't done so already). Give it a try, play around with it and apply it appropriately. Don't
overdo it. Good luck!
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